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*Time (s) is the amount of seconds that symbols persist after the actual flash.  
 
+CG – Positive Cloud-to-Ground Stroke – Rare strike that makes contact with the ground 
 and has a positive polarity. These are a good indicator of a severe thunderstorm. 
 
-CG – Negative Cloud to Ground Stroke – Most common strike that makes contact with 
 the ground and has a negative polarity. 
 
+IC – Positive Intra-Cloud/Inter-Cloud Stroke – Stroke that is contained within one cloud 
 or from one cloud to another. These have a positive polarity.  
 
-IC – Negative Intra-Cloud/Inter-Cloud Stroke – Stroke that is contained within one 
 cloud or from one cloud to another with negative polarity. A high number of these 
 indicate a severe thunderstorm. 
 
+CID – Positive Compact Inter-Cloud Discharge – Single stroke that occurs in the most 
 intense core of a thunderstorm with a positive polarity. Usually only occurs in 
 severe storms and can only be detected in nearby storms (within 150 miles).  
 
-CID – Negative Compact Inter-Cloud Discharge – Single stroke that occurs in the most 
 intense core of a thunderstorm with a negative polarity. Usually only occurs in 
 intense storms and can only be detected in nearby storms (within 150 miles). 
 
Leader – Leader – Stroke that goes from the ground up. None have detected to this day 
 on the detector. All cloud-to-grounds have them but they become part of the CG 
 stroke. 
 
Unknown – Unknown – Unidentified strokes of lightning. 
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